MERRILL TOWNSHIP

1585 W. 11 Mile Road, Bitely, MI  49309      (231)745-7661

Regular Township Board Meeting

Date:
May 10, 2010
Time:
7:00 P.M.

Place:
Merrill Township Community Complex

1.
Call to order
McDaniel called the meeting to order at 7:04 p.m.

2.
Pledge

Jackson led the Pledge of Allegiance.

3.
Prayer

Baldwin offered opening prayer.

4.
Roll call
All Board members were present:  Supervisor Lynn McDaniel, Treasurer
 Sheri Wambaugh, Trustee Barry Baldwin, Trustee Frank Jackson, and Clerk 
Marilyn Pembrook. 

5.
Approval of meeting agenda - Motion by Jackson, seconded by Baldwin, to approve the meeting agenda as presented plus addition of “Budget Amendment” under “New Business”.

6.
Appproval of consent agenda

a.
Approval of April 12, 2010 Board minutes


b.
Receive correspondence (no Board action required

· Laurel Breuker memorandum re:  Tax Allocation schedule

· Holly Moon note re:  Thank you for providing time to speak at April meeting

· Nancy Harper letter re:  request for Township info for library reference room

c.
Approval to pay bills:  checks #12261-12288 general account, total $7,003.83 plus $72.50 to Charles Benton, $250.00 to Lora Mitchell, and $3,912.00 to Unemployment Insurance Agency (checks to be written); and checks #2269-2274 Transfer Station account, total $8,168.24.

Motion by Wambaugh, seconded by Pembrook, to approve the consent agenda as presented.  Three ayes; two nays (Jackson and Baldwin); motion carried.

7.
Lilley Township Fire Department report 
    Pembrook read April written report (copy attached).

8.
Lilley Township Medical First Responders report    McDaniel read April written report (copy attached).
9.
Zoning Administrator’s report    McDaniel presented the past month’s activity, noting three permits issued for small projects.
10.
Supervisor’s report    McDaniel reported information from Lilley Township Supervisor Jack Hoving that Medical First Responders may need to request .5 mil versus the .25 mill now paid for services.  
11.
Clerk’s report    Pembrook reviewed the May 4 school election and thanked precinct workers.  

12.
Treasurer’s report    Wambaugh reported current balances (copy attached) for the General Fund, Road Fund, Fire Fund, and Transfer Station Fund.  
13.
Correspondence, Board action required

a.
June 28 MTA workshop – Effective Policies & Procedures for Managing Your Township, held in Grand Rapids at cost of $89 per person.  No Board action taken.

b.
June 17 MTA workshops – Creating a Vision for Your Township, and Linking with the Community held in Battle Creek at cost of $89 per person.  No Board action taken.
14.
Public comment    was received regarding:
· Hazardous Buildings Officer position – who will do this

· Blight problem in area

15.
Old business


a.
Zoning Administrator position – McDaniel reviewed proposed job description.  

Motion by Baldwin, seconded by Jackson to approve zoning administrator job description as presented with deletion of “Processess applications to the Board of Appeals;” under #7;  addition of “attends Planning Commission meetings” under #8; and with Zoning Administrator’s Wages and Hours to read:  “The zoning position will be paid an hourly rate of $10.00.  This position will require flexible hours up to 16 hours per week in the beginning to get caught up on files and cases for a period of one month then will only require 8 hours per week.  This position is part time.  Office hours to be 3 hours per week.  Attendance at Planning Commission meeting to be paid at regular member meeting pay.   Ayes all; motion carried.
Motion by Pembrook, seconded by Baldwin to hire Ron Corradin as Merrill Township Zoning Administrator.  Ayes all; motion carried.  (Also see November 18, 2009 meeting.)
b.
Bids for marking basketball court – The Board reviewed bids received from Premier Painting (Jim Dice) and from Terri Dykhouse.

Motion by Baldwin, seconded by Jackson to contract with Premier Painting to clean basketball area and to line/paint basketball court for $295.00 including labor and material.  Ayes all; motion carried.
15.
New business
a.
Payment schedule for Chuck Benton – Motion by Jackson, seconded by Baldwin, to pay Chuck Benton’s invoices submitted (for work completed per contract) on the next regularly scheduled biweekly checks date.  Ayes all; motion carried.
b.
Applicants for back-up attendant for Transfer Station​​:  Harley Wambaugh, Jonathan Elzinga, Matthew Bills, and James Ciganick -  After reviewing the applications the Board took the following action.

Motion by Baldwin, seconded by Jackson, that the Board hire Harley Wambaugh as back-up attendant for the Transfer Station and a wage of $10.00 per hour.  Ayes all; motion carried.

c.
Contract with Tri County Portable Toilets for park and Transfer Station – Pembrook noted that no invoice has been submitted since the end of last spring and that the Transfer Station portable toilet now needs to be pumped.  McDaniel will contact TriCounty for availability and pricing, and Jackson will pump the Transfer Station portable toilet.
d.
Work to be completed at transfer station
· Septic system

· Well

· Plumbing/bathroom


· Interior finishing and heating


McDaniel will contact Health Department and will work (with Ron Corradin) on specifications for bids for the work to present to Board.
There was discussion regarding requirement to provide Transfer Station attendant with water, soap, and towels for personal use.  Consensus was to provide the necessary items.

e.
Refreshments for FireWise presentation – Pembrook requested permission to purchase beverages and cookies/donuts for the public attending the presentation. 

Motion by Baldwin, seconded by Jackson, to authorize expenditure of up to $100 for refreshments for the FireWise presentation to the public, scheduled for Saturday, June 5, at 10:00 a.m.  Ayes all; motion carried.

f.
Budget amendment – Due to the invoice received from the State of Michigan for unemployment compensation paid William Fulton, the following action was taken.

Motion by Pembrook, seconded by Wambaugh, that

WHEREAS, the Merrill Township General Appropriations Act, 2010-2011, Section 13: Budget Monitoring, states, “Whenever it appears to the Chief Administrative Officer or the Township Board that the actual and probable revenues in any fund will be less than the estimated revenues upon which appropriations from such fund were based, and when it appears that expenditures shall exceed an appropriation, the Chief Administrative Officer shall present to the township board recommendations to prevent expenditures from exceeding available revenues or appropriations for the current fiscal year. Such recommendations shall include proposals for reducing appropriations, increasing revenues, or both.”

WHEREAS, The Chief Administrative Officer has presented the following proposed change to the budget to the Board regarding the 2010-2011 expenditures.  

In the General Fund, from undesignated money, add $4,000.00 to new account          #101-870-720 Unemployment Compensation. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the proposed budget amendment be adopted this day. 

Upon roll call vote the following voted “Aye”: Pembrook, McDaniel, and Wambaugh; “Nay”:  Jackson, and Baldwin.  The Supervisor declared the resolution adopted.

17.
Public comment   was received regarding
· Schoolhouse update:  historical marker received, article in June Michigan History, upcoming events

· Property owner hasn’t yet received her B.O.R. petition

· Rental fees for building

18.
Adjourn    As there was no further business McDaniel adjourned the meeting.
Marilyn L. Pembrook, Clerk
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