MERRILL TOWNSHIP

1585 W. 11 Mile Road, Bitely, MI  49309      (231)745-7661

Regular Township Board Meeting

Date:
April 12, 2010
Time:
7:00 P.M.

Place:
Merrill Township Community Complex

1.
Call to order
McDaniel called the meeting to order at 7:02 p.m.

2.
Pledge

Jackson led the Pledge of Allegiance.

3.
Prayer

Baldwin offered opening prayer.

4.
Roll call
All Board members were present:  Supervisor Lynn McDaniel, Treasurer
 Sheri Wambaugh, Trustee Barry Baldwin, Trustee Frank Jackson, and Clerk 
Marilyn Pembrook. 

5.
Approval of meeting agenda - Motion by Jackson, seconded by Baldwin, to approve the meeting agenda as presented.  Ayes all; motion carried.

6.
Approval of consent agenda 

a.
Approval of  March 8 & March 22, 2010, Board minutes


b.
Receive committee reports:  none presented


c.
Receive correspondence (no board action required) 

d.
Approval to pay bills:  checks #12222-12259 general account, total $21,950.27; and check #2268 plus $3,379.30 to Allied Waste and $114.39 to Great Lakes Energy (checks not yet written), total $3,528.36.

Motion by Baldwin, seconded by Jackson, to approve the consent agenda as presented.  Ayes all; motion carried.

7.
Holly Moon, Newaygo County Treasurer    Ms. Moon presented information on property taxes, the jail expansion project, new BS&A software, and the possible creation of a land bank authority in Newaygo County.

8.
Lilley Township Fire Department report 
    McDaniel read March written report.

9.
Lilley Township Medical First Responders report    McDaniel read March written report.
10.
Zoning Administrator’s report    McDaniel presented the past month’s activity, reviewing four permits issued.
11.
Supervisor’s report    McDaniel reported regarding:

· Playground – that it is being used; that bags of concrete are needed for volunteers to use in placement of benches; and that she received a bid of $250 for painting lines on basketball court.  No action was taken on painting bid - Board will deal with this when a total bid, including materials, is presented.

· Lilley Township request to rent a bay in the garage, at $50 per month, to park a records’ storage vehicle.                                                                                                                                     
Motion by Jackson, seconded by Baldwin, to allow Lilley Township to rent a bay in the garage for records’ storage vehicle at $50 per month on an annual contract with a 30-day cancelation notice clause.  Access is to be by appointment.  Ayes all; motion carried.
12.
Clerk’s report    Pembrook presented a request that all payroll checks be paid on the regular bi-weekly schedule.


Motion by Baldwin, seconded by Jackson, that all employees be paid on the regular bi-weekly payday occurring after wages have been earned.  Ayes all; motion carried. 

13.
Treasurer’s report    Wambaugh noted that she has started working with the Township’s financial data.
14.
Public comment    None received.

15.
Old business


a.
Zoning Administrator position – McDaniel stated that she is completing job description.

b.
Treasurer’s dental insurance request – No action was taken as dental insurance is not in the township’s insurance payment plan per Ordinance No. 2001-2.

16.
New business
a.
May 4, 2010, School Election workers’ compensation package - Motion by Pembrook, seconded by Jackson, approve the May 4, 2010 election workers’ compensation package as proposed by the Merrill Township Election Commission:  precinct chair, a flat fee of $165.00; precinct inspectors, $8.50 per hour, including election school hours; and mileage reimbursement, $0.50 per mile for required trips to County building.  Ayes all; motion carried.
b.
Budget amendment - Motion by Baldwin, seconded by Jackson, that

WHEREAS, The Chief Administrative Officer has presented the following proposed change to the budget to the Board regarding the 2010-2011 expenditures.  

In the General Fund, remove $1,175.00 from Board of Review as per diem is no longer paid; thereby reducing 101-247-703 to $0.00.   



NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the proposed budget amendment be adopted this day. 

Upon roll call vote the following voted “Aye”: Jackson, Pembrook, McDaniel, Wambaugh, and Baldwin; “Nay”:none.  The Supervisor declared the resolution adopted.

c.
General Fund Operating Millage renewal – After discussion on the tax cycle and rollbacks, the Board took the following action.
WHEREAS, townships may impose and levy ad volorem property taxes to finance lawful public services, as authorized by the Michigan Constitution of 1963 and other laws; and 

WHEREAS, the Township Board of Merrill Township wishes to levy 2 mills for general operations;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Township Board of Merrill Township, Newaygo County, approves the following millage ballot question language and directs the Clerk to submit it to be placed on the August 3, 2010, election ballot:

Renewal 

Shall the expired previous voted increases in the tax limitations imposed under Article IX, Sec. 6 of the Michigan Constitution in Merrill Township, of 2 mills ($2 per $1,000 of taxable value), reduced to 1.8861 mills ($ 1.8861 per $1,000 of taxable value) by the required millage rollbacks, be renewed at and increased up to the original voted 2 mills ($2.00 per $1,000 of taxable value) and levied for 4 years, 2011 through 2014 inclusive, for general township operating purposes, raising an estimated $43,911 in the first year the millage is levied.

[    ] 
Yes

[    ]
No

Motion made by Baldwin; Seconded by Wambaugh .

Upon roll call vote the following voted “Aye”:  Pembrook, McDaniel, Wambaugh, and Baldwin;

“Nay”:  Jackson.  The Supervisor declared the resolution adopted.

There was Board discussion regarding levying requesting a ¼ mill tax at November election for the playground and parks.  Board will deal with this at a later meeting.
d.
Township clean-up week and Firewise presentation – McDaniel reported that a back-up attendant is needed for the Transfer Station and that applications are being taken.


Motion by Baldwin, seconded by Jackson, that the Merrill Township Clean-Up Week be held Saturday, May 29, through Sunday, June 6; that up to six tires per card be accepted without charge and that extras be accepted at $2.00 each; and that the Firewise presentation be scheduled for Saturday, June 5.  Ayes all; motion carried. 
17.
Public comment   was received regarding junk cars in the Township.
18.
Adjourn    McDaniel adjourned the meeting at 8:52 p.m.

Marilyn L. Pembrook, Clerk
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