
MERRILL TOWNSHIP

1585 W. 11 Mile Road, Bitely, MI  49309      (231)745-7661

Special Township Board Meeting

Date:
February 22, 2010

Time:
7:00 P.M.

Place:
Merrill Township Community Complex

Purposes:
a.
Treasurer’s position



b.
2010 poverty exemption guidelines



c.
Combs’ payment request



d.
Budget workshop



e.
Other business as necessary

1.
Call to order
McDaniel called the meeting to order at 7:10 p.m.

2.
Pledge

Jackson led the Pledge of Allegiance.

3.
Prayer

Baldwin offered opening prayer.

4.
Roll call
All Board members were present:  Supervisor Lynn McDaniel, Treasurer
 Dorothy Harrison, Trustee Barry Baldwin, Trustee Frank Jackson, and Clerk 
Marilyn Pembrook. 

5.
Approval of meeting agenda - Motion by Baldwin, seconded by Jackson, to approve the meeting agenda as presented.  Ayes all; motion carried.

6.
Treasurer’s position – applicant interviews


The Board reviewed applications from and interviewed:  Virginia Waters, Paul Despres, Debra Fisher, and Sheri Wambaugh.  It was noted that applications are being accepted until February 27, 2010, and that interviews would be conducted at the March 8, 2010, meeting as necessary.
7.
2010 poverty exemption guidelines  - McDaniel presented the Federal Poverty Guidelines for 2010.

Motion by Pembrook, seconded by Jackson, that the Federal Poverty Guidelines for 2010 and the Township guidelines used last year, be adopted for use by the Board of Review for setting poverty exemption guidelines for 2010 assessments.  Ayes all; motion carried.
8.
Combs’ payment request – McDaniel reviewed the case: Linda Combs paid 2007 delinquent taxes to Treasurer Harrison instead of to the N.C. Treasurer as required; that the check was accepted by the Township, deposited in the tax collection account, but not forwarded to the N.C. Treasurer.  During the time between payment in August, 2008, through November, 2009, Mrs. Combs appealed to the County to correct the problem.  The County sent copies of proof of payment to Treasurer Harrison in February and October of 2009.  Treasurer Harrison issued a refund check for $139.19 to the Combs on November 6, 2009.  Oakie and Linda Combs have requested that Merrill Township issue a check to them for the amount of the accrued forfeiture fees, $675.89 due as of November 30, 2009.  Discussion followed regarding the division of responsibility in the issue: of the Combs to pay their delinquent taxes to the County, not the Township, and that the Combs were advised by the County to pay the amount due on the two parcels in order to prevent further forfeiture fees. Also that the when the County did send pertinent data to the Township, no action was taken by the Township until November, 2009.  
Motion by Pembrook, seconded by Jackson, that $536.70 ($675.70 minus the $139.19 refunded) be

 refunded to Oakie and Linda Combs after review and input by the Merrill Township attorney. 
Ayes all; motion carried.


9.  
Budget workshop – Pembrook explained the drop in tax revenues for the general fund due to the prior 

 method used to record taxes received.   She also noted the need for a budget amendment concerning tax revenue.  The Board will work on the budget at the March 8, 2010 meeting.
10.
Other - none

11.
Public comment was received expressing approval of the Board’s decision on the Combs’ request.
12.
Adjourn    McDaniel adjourned the meeting at 9:41 p.m.

Marilyn L. Pembrook, Clerk
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